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Members of Power of Together 2 gathered at the clubhouse at the Bishop’s Cove condominiums
for a pot luck and social time at 6 p.m. Karen Stone opened the meeting at 7 p.m., announcing
that Power of Together 2 has donated more than $437,000 since its inception in April 2016 to
40 worthy non-profit organizations.

Shannon DePerry reported that the organization she founded, Operation Fresh Start (OFS), had
intended to use the February 2026 PofT2 donation for rent, as they had outgrown their space
and needed more room. The church that houses OFS offered Shannon the additional room rent-
free. So, the money was used to paint the room and add shelving. The rest of the PofT2 funding
was used to purchase bedding, pots and pans, a vacuum, and other supplies used by young
adults (aged 18-26) so they don’t become homeless, as well as families needing help setting up
a home.

Pitches:
Doug Rice — Expressiones Cultural Center

Doug Rice pitched an after school art program at Expressiones for underserved Hispanic or
Latino children in New London. About 50 students, aged 6 to 12, participate in this program.
This year, the children made fairy houses that were exhibited at the Florence Griswold Museum
in Old Lyme. The program is looking for more funding. According to the Expressiones website:
the organization’s “main program is ArtVenture, which provides culturally competency, relevant
and unique experiences, bilingual arts and educational programming for children in New
London Public Schools, and in after-school sessions in New London. This program serves to
bridge cultural gaps between the diverse communities in the area and to provide arts and other
educational programs for children in New London, including a large and growing population
from low income families.”



Kim Smith — Granite Theater

Kim Smith, Addison Roush, and Laura Thompson from the Granite Theatre pitched funding
replacement lights for the theater, which is 25 years old (as are the lights). Laura, a board
member, told the group that live theater helps kids build confidence and learn how to work with
others. About 45 children participate in their programs. All three emphasized the importance of
the theater in the community. The Rhode Island State Council of the Arts has offered a matching
grant for the lights.

Ken Levy — The Waterford Country School

Ken Levy pitched funding for The Waterford Country School (WCS), which caters to the special
needs of children and families at risk. Students from kindergarten through grade 12 are able to
attend the school, which is located on a 350-acre campus in Quaker Hill, CT. Most of the
students are not college bound. WCS is offering a semester to immerse the students in
agriculture through a program to raise chickens, harvest and sell eggs, and set up a business.

A membership vote was taken and Expressiones won the most votes and is the recipient of the
May 2026 PofT2 funding.



