
 

 

Power of Together 2 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting of February 10, 2026 

 

Dave Schulz opened the meeting, announcing that Power of Together 2 has donated $426,000 

its inception in 2016. The organization currently has 118 members. A social in May will 

accompany our regularly scheduled meeting. Details are forthcoming.  

The Gemma Moran Food Center was the recipient of PofT2 funding in November. Annie 

Stockton thanked us for our donation, noting that it came at an especially difficult time for 

some, due to the government shut down and the cutback in SNAP benefits. Annie gave a brief 

history of the Food Center that now provides food for 27,500 people every month. The Center 

used our donation to purchase ground beef (in one-pound packages) for people to take home. 

The community, she said, has been requesting ground beef, and the Center was so pleased to be 

able to it.  

Pitches: 

Susie Charette - Loving Hands of Southeastern CT  

Loving Hands is an organization that helps the homeless in New London County. They have two 

rented storage units that they open twice a week to distribute food and clothing to those in 

need. They also distribute meals to people in parking lots, woods, and hotel rooms – people, 

she said, who slip through the cracks. They subsist mostly on donations from the Groton Elks 

and through their Facebook posts. They provide tents, sleeping bags, coats, and warm clothing 

to those living outdoors. Loving Hands serves ~ 100 people/week. 

Kristin Harkness - Spark Maker Space  

Spark Maker Space in New London is a community workspace on Union Street that’s open 

seven days a week, from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. They offer members space and equipment for 

printmaking, digital film production, stained glass creation, woodworking, and more. 

Memberships are $65/month for a single person, but are also offered on a sliding fee scale. 



Kristin said that arts funding has been cut back recently and the organization needs to raise 

money for more staff. Classes at the Maker Space are open to the public, which staff needs to 

oversee. Currently, there are 157 members. 

Shannon de Perry - Operation Fresh Start.  

Operation Fresh Start, which Shannon founded, helps young adults (aged 18-26) who age out of 

foster care so they don’t become homeless, as well as families needing helping setting up a 

home. Last year, the organization gave away 72 welcome baskets – and they now have the 

ability to give away food and gas cards. They also give bags of hygiene products to children in 

foster care, as well as Christmas gifts – last year, to more than 100 families.  

A membership vote was taken – including the votes of 16 members who joined via Zoom – and 

Operation Fresh Start won the most votes and is the recipient of the February 2026 PofT2 

funding.   

 

 

 

 

 


