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Doug Rice from the New London Community Meal Center announced that the organization is
hosting a fundraiser at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre on Saturday, September 13, from 4-8 p.m.
The Center was the November 2024 recipient of Power of Together 2 funding and is looking for
sponsors for their fall event.

Ken Levy, from the Waterford Country School (WCS), along with Tina Cote, director of Camp
Cuheca, and Ben Turner, the director of WCS Outdoor Education, brought animals and thanks to
the meeting. The camp was the recipient of the PoT2 May funding. The money was used to help
20 families send their child to camp for a week. The camp is for children aged 4-18, who “might
not fit into other camps,” said Ben. Camp days include a variety of activities, interaction with
dozens of animals, as well as breakfast, lunch, and snacks.

Pitches:
Kimberly Smith — Granite Theatre Children’s Scholarship Fund

The Granite Theatre Children’s Scholarship Fund provides scholarships for children aged four
through high school. They currently have 41 students — but needed to turn some away, due to a
lack of funding. More than 25 percent of the children that attend the theatre program get
scholarships. The cost of sending a child to camp is $200 - $250, Kimberly said, and the program
is not funded by the federal or state government. The summer program is wrapping up with 101
Dalmatians. Fall programming is beginning soon. Also, the theatre is in a 200-year-old building,
which requires regular maintenance.

Joe de la Cruz — Community Speaks Out

Joe and his wife, Tammy, started Community Speaks Out (CSO) ten years ago, as a way to build
awareness about addiction and to help those who are addicted, as well as their family members.
Joe describes what CSO does as “people helping people.” The organization hosts a number of
events, including bowling, Karaoke, an annual Christmas party, a sober softball tournament, and
regular meetings throughout the year. “We want to help people to know that recovery can be
fun,” he said. Much of their funding comes through donations made in memory to those who lost



their battle with addiction. More recently, other funding has come through the Opiate Settlement
Fund — which has enabled the organization to purchase a building in Groton. “We’ve been very
fortunate,” Joe said. “But our funds are dwindling.”

Cindy Palmer — Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center

Cindy is a volunteer in the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center’s (PNC) food pantry, which
provides food for people in Stonington, North Stonington, Westerly, and Pawcatuck. In the last
year, the PNC food pantry distributed more than $1,000,000 worth of food to more than 1,970
people, one third of whom are children. The food pantry offers clients what Cindy called a nice
assortment of foods, as well as laundry detergent, dish soap, and other household necessities.
Most of the food — 85 percent — comes from donations from the Gemma E. Moran United
Way/Labor Food Center and the Connecticut Food Bank. “There are a lot of people who don’t
have enough to eat or are unhoused,” Cindy said. “We’re well provided for, but there are fallow
times, t00.”

Community Speaks Out received the most votes from the membership and is the August 2025
recipient of Power of Together 2 funding.



