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The May meeting was held at the Bishop’s Cove condominiums clubhouse, and was extended to
include a membership “social,” with food and drinks provided by the membership and the PoT2
leadership team.

Jen Daly and Kate McDonald from Girls on the Run, the recipients of the PofT2 February
funding, said the organization will use the money to help defray the costs of their fall
programming. Typically, Girls on the Run receives money from Sailfest in New London. But
because it was cancelled this year, the organization will be short on funds. They expressed their
appreciation and reported that Girls on the Run is expanding into Ledyard and Killingly.

Pitches:
Ken Levy — Waterford Country School

Ken told the gathering that The Waterford Country School caters to the special needs of children
and families at risk. Students from kindergarten through grade 12 are able to attend. The school
is located on a 350-acre campus in Quaker Hill, CT. The Waterford Country School would use
the funding for their summer camp program, which is “designed for children and youth that
may not be successful in a tradition camp setting,” according to their website. The campus
encompasses “lakes, an adventure challenge course, log cabin, a pavilion, nature trails, a fitness
trail, and a state-of-art gymnasium,” and is the “home of many exotic, domestic, and farm
animals as well as a wildlife sanctuary for injured animals. In addition, camp swimming facilities
include local Olympic size pools and the local beaches of Long Island Sound.” Levy said there is
one counselor for every seven children.

Kimberly Smith and Nicole DiMattei — the Granite Theater programming for children

Kimberly and Nicole told the membership that the access to arts programs is slipping away —
and they are focused on educating children in the transformative power of the arts. This is the
25% anniversary of the Granite Theater. Nicole joined the team two years ago, when there were



only 12 children registered for the children’s program. Now there are more than 45. The Granite
Theater has no state or federal funding — and would offer children scholarships with funding
from PoT2 for the 101 Dalmatians summer camp. According to their website, “Nicole has
performed, produced, directed, choreographed, and written for the better part of twenty years.
She co-created four Off Broadway shows that were hailed as ‘must-sees’, two of them making it
to the top 100 longest running Off Broadway shows of all time.”

Tricia Cunningham — Always Home

Tricia told the membership that Always Home assists families in Eastern CT with minor children
that are in some kind of housing crisis —and that the number of families needing assistance is
rising. Funding from PoT2 would be used for the organization’s Wheels to Work program, which
helps those with transportation issues get to work. Local car dealerships, Cardinal and Valenti,
have partnered with Always Home to help fix people’s cars. According to the Always Home
website: “transportation problems are quickly resolved so that parents can get to work, earn an
income, pay the rent and sustain housing for their children. Support can include financial
assistance with car repairs, insuring and registering a vehicle, renewing a license, and gas cards
to help defray the cost of commuting.”

The membership voted and the Waterford Country School received the most votes and is the
November 2024 recipient of our donations.



